
Smartphone
Photography



Photography Basics

• Rule of Thirds
• Compose photographs 

with your points of 
interest at the 
intersection of the grid 
lines or along a grid line.

• Most phones will allow 
you to turn on gridlines in 
the camera app.



Photography Basics

• Rule of Odds
• Compose photographs 

with an odd number of 
subjects to make them 
more appealing.



Photography Basics

• Rule of Space
• Compose photographs 

with negative space to 
create a sense of 
motion, activity, or 
conclusion.



Photography Basics

• Viewpoint
• Find a unique 

perspective. Get low 
to the ground and 
shoot up or find a 
higher vantage point 
and shoot down. Take 
multiple shots from 
different viewpoints.



Photography Basics

• Fill the Frame
• Get close so your 

subject takes up 
most if not all of your 
photograph. Cuts out 
distractions from 
around your subject.



Photography Basics

• Make it meaningful
• Capture moments that tell stories 

and evoke emotions.



Photography Basics

• Zoom with your feet
• Your camera’s zoom feature can be handy for taking 

pictures of things that would be physically 
impossible or unsafe to get closer to. Whenever 
possible, walk nearer to your subject until you’re 
able to frame just the shot you want.



Photography Basics

• Exposure
• Control light in photos 

to achieve desired 
brightness, sharpness, 
and mood.


